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City Hall Relocation Rally

Thursday evening, hundreds of community members rallied against Mayor Cantrell’s
proposed relocation of City Hall into the Morris F.X. Jeff Sr Municipal Auditorium in
Louis Armstrong Park.

As a member of the SOS “Save our Soul” Coalition, VCPORA stands with our Tremé
neighbors and the cultural community in their opposition to this plan. We share the
overwhelming desire for the Auditorium to be renovated and returned to its intended
purpose - as a community serving cultural space and landmark.

Since 2018, Mayor Cantrell has floated this idea to take advantage of the $38 million
FEMA funding set aside for the renovation of the Auditorium, vacant since Hurricane
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Katrina. Her office has cited the upkeep costs of the existing City Hall as being
prohibitive and the desire to revitalize Armstrong Park as a cultural hub and new seat
of municipal government.

A few meetings were held in early 2020, but the pandemic largely halted the process
for public engagement. The administration moved forward by hiring consultants for a
facility programmatic study and Municipal Auditorium site analysis and released a
Request for Qualifications bid document in April to secure architectural and project
management services.

Several concepts contemplated large new additions to the overall park footprint,
including a new Civil District Courthouse, parking garages for up to 2,600 vehicles,
and an addition to the existing auditorium between 7 and 9 stories tall. The full
project was estimated around $155 - $171 million. Amid growing opposition, she
walked back these major additions in favor of only using the Morris F.X. Jeff Sr
Municipal Auditorium as office space for some City Hall workers with the intention of
the remainder working remotely.

In response to the demonstration, Mayor Cantrell issued a statement on Friday
afternoon suggesting that she is backing off from the planned relocation. “...we are
open to other options for the relocation of City Hall and for the renovation
of Municipal Auditorium.”

She followed with her objectives moving forward:

“Secure FEMA funding for whatever will happen at the Auditorium;

» Develop a plan for getting our City employees out of a non-functional City Hall
on Perdido Street;

« Engaging the cultural community and the residents of Treme to see if there is a
path forward for a City Hall move and enhancement of Congo Square and the
surrounding area;

» I am open to feasible alternative proposals, but I will not allow the Auditorium

to be demolished by neglect. (Feasible funded proposals are welcome.)”

We consider this a win for now but insist that the administration proceed with any
plans with full community engagement.

Potential Tropical Storm Claudette

Tropical Storm Claudette is likely to form tonight, bringing heavy rain to New
Orleans this weekend. Residents are encouraged to prepare for the weather by
reviewing emergency plans, gathering emergency supplies, and staying informed.
Register for alerts by texting NOLAREADY to 77295 or registering on the NOLA
Ready website. Please remember to use 911 for life-threatening emergencies only
and for non-emergency services, please call (504) 821-2222 or 311.
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UNIQUE EATS AND EATERIES
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Unique Eats and Eateries of New Orleans

Thursday, June 24
1113 Chartres
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Join us as Liz Williams, founder of the National Food and Beverage Foundation,
discusses her newest book, Unique Eats and Eateries of New Orleans. Williams is a
regular food and drink contributor to national magazines, popular blogs, and radio
programs. Her weekly podcast, Tip of the Tongue, explores the intersection of
food, drink, and culture.

This is a free event. Donations to help support this programming can be made
online to either presenting organization via the Beauregard-Keyes House website
or the VCPORA website.

#FQThenAndNow

VCPORA and the VCC Foundation continue our #FQThenAndNow series this week
with a post on 840 St. Philip Street. Head over to our Facebook or Instagram to
check it out. This weekly series showcases historic pictures, current pictures, and fun
facts about our favorite French Quarter locales. Follow #FQThenAndNow and

the VCC Foundation so you don't miss any upcoming posts from this series.
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Bert Myers, 1928 - 2021

It is with heavy hearts that we share news of the recent passing of Bert Myers. A
surgeon by trade, Bert was a former French Quarter resident and an active
advocate for the neighborhood. Bert's late wife Joel (1934 - 2019) served on the
VCPORA Board of Directors, the Regional Planning Commission, and the City
Planning Commission.

Bert also helped pioneer holography technology. After retiring from medicine, he
became a full time fine art photographer and regularly donated his X-Ray
photographs of flowers to VCPORA's annual galas. He will be remembered for his
kindness, joviality, and generosity.

His family gratefully requests that memorials be made to WYES or to the New
Orleans Museum of Art. The family invites you to share your thoughts, fond
memories, and condolences on the Lake Lawn Metairie website.
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